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Northern Italy to the Mediterranean

Sisi's Road in Italy

Coming from Upper Austria, travel to
the Italian sector of Sisi's Road is pos-
sible either by means of Reschenpass,
Timmelsjoch, Jaufenpass or Brenner
Pass. The gardens of Trauttmans-
dorff Castle in Meran make up the
most northern location. Elisabeth of
Austria spent the winters of 1870 and
1889 in the mild climate of South
Tyrol. The empress lived where the
museum of tourism stands today, and
a permanent exhibition serves as a
reminder of her visits here. The gar-
dens of Trauttmansdorff Castle impress
visitors with their Mediterranean flair,
for example with the most northern
olive grove in Italy, and are made up
of more than 80 types of gardens as
well as many points of art and adven-
ture. In 2005 the grounds — which are
included in the most outstanding gar-
dens in all of Europe — were honored
collectively as “Italy’s most beautiful
garden.” Sisi's Road leads from the
castle to the Empress Elisabeth Park
and the marble statue of

Sisi in Meran.

Madonna di Campiglio lies
south of Meran. In her day
the empress belonged to
the illustrious group of
visitors who loved this
winter sport resort. Further
south and only a few
kilometers from Trent is
Levico Terme, a gar-

Sisi spent two winters in Trautt-
mansdorff Castle. Today a “Sissi
Path” leads from the gardens of
Trauttmansdorff Castle to the

center of the resort city Meran.

den city in the style of the imperial
and royal Danube monarchy. The
“Imperial Grand Hotel Terme”
served as a summer residence for

the imperial family, including Empress
Elisabeth. Levico Terme became a well-
known health resort due to its water
containing the curative ingredients
arsenic and iron.

From here Sisi's Road leads by way of
Padua and Venice to the Adriatic coast

The Imperial Grand Hotel in Levico
Terme was a summer residence of

the imperial family during the
Danube monarchy. Today one can
relax in the resort city in the
“Resort & Spa Principessa Sissi.”

Meran - Trauttmansdorff Castle - Madonna di Campiglio -
Levico Terme - Miramare Castle - Trieste

and to Miramare Castle. The castle
was built upon commission of Emperor
Franz Joseph's brother, Maximilian,
who ruled as Emperor in Mexico begin-
ning in 1864 and was executed here
in 1867. There are many indications of
Franz Joseph's and Elisabeth’s visits

to Miramare. Between 1869 and 1896
Elisabeth stayed here fourteen times
on her way to and from the Mediter-
ranean. Not only the extremely well-
preserved castle but also the castle
grounds are well worth viewing. The
most southern point of Sisi's Road is

A dream castle on the Adriatic Sea
— Miramare near Trieste. The em-

press stayed here before and after
her trips across the Mediterranean.

Trieste which lies within sight of Mira-
mare Castle. Coming from the castle
into the picturesque seaport on the
Adriatic Sea, one sees the long forgot-
ten monument of Elisabeth, restored
in 1997 in honor of her dedication to
nature and culture and placed in front
of the main train station. The oysters
which Sisi relished are cultivated in
the Gulf of Trieste, just as in the times
of the Habsburgs, but today with the
aid of the EU.

Tip: On Sisi’s Road in Italy the ideal
overnight stay is in the Imperial Grand
Hotel Terme in Levico Terme. Treat-
ments offered in the “Resort & Spa
Principessa Sissi” range from hydro-
therapy to handling manager stress.

In Greece: Sisi's Achilleion on
the island of Corfu

From Trieste Empress Elisabeth trav-
eled across the Mediterranean to
Greece. In 1890 Sisi commissioned

the construction of the white marble
palace “Achilleion” built on the island
of Corfu where she often stayed, up
until 1898. German emperor Wilhelm I
purchased the palace in 1907. Sisi's
Greek palace is open to the public.

In 1890 Sisi had the white marble
palace “Achilleion” built on the
island of Corfu.

Small photos above, from left: in
the castle park of Trauttmansdorff,
view of the Habsburgs' summer
residence in Levico Terme, and of
the Miramare Castle park near
Trieste

witzerland

Sisi’s life ended on Lake Geneva

Affectionately renovated historical

paddle steamers still sail on Lake
Geneva today, such as this passen-
ger steamer in front of Hotel Beau-
Rivage where Empress Elisabeth
died on September 10, 1898 by
the hand of an assassin.

Sisi's Road in Switzerland

Geneva was the last station of Sisi's
life in 1898. After a stay in the Kaiser-
villa in Ischl, she arrived in Territet
near Montreux on Lake Geneva on
August 30. Along the way she visited
family members in Bavaria. Lake Ge-
neva (French: Lac Léman) is the second
largest inland lake in surface area in
Europe after Lake Balaton and even
the largest in volume. The most impor-
tant tributary of this lake is the Rhone
River and, on its banks lie the Swiss
cantons Geneva, Vaud and Valais while
the main part of the southern bank
belongs to France.

Steamboats have been sailing on Lake
Geneva since 1823, paddle steamers
since 1875. The empress was aboard
one of these ships on September 9,
traveling from Montreux to Geneva,
the city on the south end of the lake.

She was invited to lunch by Baroness
Rothschild.

Empress Elisabeth spent the night in
Hotel Beau-Rivage, and from here
she departed in the early afternoon
of September 10 together with her
lady-in-waiting Countess Irma Sztaray
to reach the liner “Genéve” (which
can still be seen in Geneva) for her
return to Montreux. She had declined
Baroness Rothschild’s offer to use her
yacht. Only a few steps from the ship,
Sisi was stabbed with a sharp file by
the Italian anarchist Luigi Lucheni.

In spite of the attack, Sisi was able to
board ship, but the seriousness of her
injury was not realized until the ship
had cast off — a bleeding wound to
the chest was discovered. Because no

In the Genevan Hotel Beau-Rivage,
Suite 120 contains reminders of

the empress’ day of death includ-
ing a dress, a book and other per-
sonal items belonging to Elisabeth.

doctor was on board, the ship turned
around and returned to the dock.
Elisabeth, 61 years old, was transpor-
ted to Hotel Beau-Rivage on an impro-

vised stretcher and here she died at
2:40 pm after an hour of agony.

Halfway between Pont du Mont-Blanc
(the Mont-Blanc Bridge) and the cross-
over to Rue des Alpes, a small bronze
plague on the railing of the lakefront
and a statue of Sisi in Rotonde du
Mont-Blanc serve as reminders of the
assassination in Geneva. In the suite
of the empress in Hotel Beau-Rivage,
some of Elisabeth’s personal items and
reminders of her day of death, includ-
ing a silk ribbon stained with blood,
have been preserved. In the Notre-
Dame Basilica a colorful church win-

dow with an inscription and date com-

The “Flower Clock” in the center
of Geneva, city of watchmaking:
The second hand (2.5 meters) is

the longest in the world.

memorates Sisi's death with compas-
sion: The portrayed saint Elisabeth
displays the features of the Empress
of Austria.

Tip: Following in the footsteps of
Empress Elisabeth includes an over-
night stay in Hotel Beau-Rivage. The
luxurious house on Quai du Mont-

AN |
A church window in the Notre-

Dame Basilica commemorates the
death of the empress in Geneva.

Blanc, founded by the Mayer family in
1865, has been in the family's hands
for four generations.

Small photos above, from left:
view across Lake Geneva of Hotel

Beau- Rivage, a passenger steamer

and the glass window in the
Notre-Dame Basilica

Tourist Information

- Stadt Aichach

Stadtplatz 48, D-86551 Aichach
Tel.: +49 82 51/9 02-0
www.aichach.de

- Tourismusverband
Starnberger Fiinf-Seen-Land
Wittelshacherstrasse 2c
D-82319 Starnberg

Tel.: +49 81 51/90 60-0
www.sta5.de

- Kaiserin Elisabeth Museum

in Bahnhof Possenhofen

Schlossherg 2, D-82343 Pécking

Tel.: +49 81 57/92 59 32
www.kaiserin-elisabeth-museum-ev.de

- Flirst Thurn and Taxis Museums
Emmeramsplatz 5, D-93047 Regensburg
Tel.: +49 9 41/50 48-133
www.thurnundtaxis.de

- Kaiservilla Bad Ischl
Jainzen 38, A-4820 Bad Ischl
Tel.: +43 61 32/2 41 20

Fax: +43 61 32/2 82 85
www.kaiservilla.com

- Schloss Schonbrunn
A-1130 Vienna

Tel.: +43 1/8 11 13-0
www.schoenbrunn.at

- Tiergarten Schonbrunn
Maxingstrasse 13b, A-1130 Vienna
Tel.: +43 1/8 77 92 94-0
www.zoovienna.at

- Wagenburg

Schloss Schénbrunn, A-1130 Vienna
Tel.: +43 1/5 25 24-34 70
www.khm.at

- Hofmobiliendepot
Andreasgasse 7, A-1070 Vienna
Tel.: +43 1/5 24 33 57
www.hofmobiliendepot.at

- Hofburg

Sisi Museum & imperial apartments
Hofburg/Michaelerkuppel, A-1010 Vienna
Tel.: +431/533 7570
www.hofburg-wien.at

- Schloss Laxenburg
Betriebsgesellschaft m.b.H.
Schlossplatz 1, A-2361 Laxenburg
Tel.: +43 22 36/7 12 26-0
www.schloss-laxenburg.at

- Konigliches Schloss Godollo
Postfach 406, H-2100 God6llo
Tel.: +36 28/4 10-124
www.kiralyikastely.hu

- Die Garten von Schloss Trauttmansdorff
St.-Valentin-Str. 51a, 1-39012 Meran
Tel.: +39 04 73/23 57 30
www.trauttmansdorff.it

- Schloss Miramare

Viale Miramare, 1-34014 Trieste
Tel.: +39 0 40/22 41 43
www.castello-miramare.it

- Agenzia di Informazione

e di Accoglienza Turistica
Piazza dell’ Unita d'ltalia, 4/B
34121 Trieste

Tel.: +39 0 40/3 47 83 12
www.triesteturismo.com

- Genf Tourismus & Kongresshiiro
Rue du Mont-Blanc 18

CH-1211 Geneva 1

Tel.: +41 41 22/90 97 00 0
www.geneve-tourisme.ch

Sisi Hotels

- Hotel Drei Mohren
Maximilianstrasse 40, D-86150 Augshurg
Tel.: +49 8 21/50 36-0

Hotel Bischofshof am Dom
Krauterermarkt 3, D-93047 Regensburg
Tel.: +49 9 41/5 84 60
www.hotel-bischofshof.de

Golfhotel Kaiserin Elisabeth****
Tutzinger Strasse 2, D-82340 Feldafing
Tel.: +49 81 57/93 09-0
www.kaiserin-elisabeth.de

- Best Western Premier Kaiserhof Vienna
Frankenberggasse 10, A-1040 Vienna
Tel.: +43 1/5 05 17 01-0
www.hotel-kaiserhof.at

Hotel Sissi

Angyal utca 33, H-1094 Budapest
Tel.: +36 1/2 15-0082
www.hotelsissi.hu

|* %%

Erzsébet Kiralyné Hote
Dézsa Gyorgy Ut 2, H-2100 Godollo
Tel.: +36 28/81 68 17
www.erzsebetkiralynehotel.hu

* Kk ok

Imperial Grand Hotel Terme
Via Silva Domini 1,

1-38056 Levico Terme (Trent)
Tel.: +39 04 61/70 61 04
www.imperialhotel.it

Hotel Beau-Rivage

Quai du Mont-Blanc 13,
CH-1201 Geneva

Tel.: +41 41 22/71 66 66 6
www.beau-rivage.ch

Cultural route from Bavaria to the Adriatic

Sisi’s Road

Sisi's Road leads to many places which
played a significant role in the life

of Elisabeth, born in Bavaria into the
House of Wittelsbach and lovingly
called “Sisi” in her childhood and youth.
Through her marriage to Emperor
Franz Joseph | of Habsburg, she be-
came Empress of Austria which includ-
ed rule over much of modern-day Italy.
Only a few years later she was also

crowned Queen of Hungary. The un-

Several museums along Sisi's Road
pay homage to the life of the
empress - from the Wagenburg in
Schonbrunn (Sisi road in the coro-
nation carriage) to the Sisi Muse-
um in the Hofburg.
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conventional Elisabeth, especially fond
of horseback riding and traveling, was
long considered the most beautiful
woman of her time.

Sisi's Road is a European route leading
to castles and cities which were a part
of the monarch’s life. Its highlights are
recommended for individual tourists as
well as groups: large cities, castles, mon-
uments, museums, gardens and parks.

When the German TV-magazine HORZU
presented “The most beautiful dream
roads in the world” in 2003, Sisi's
Road was among the 12 touristic
routes and one of four in Europe.
Today Sisi's Road leads to Bavaria,
through Austria and Hungary, since
2004 through Italy to the Adriatic
coast, and since 2008 also to Geneva
in Switzerland where the life of the
Austrian Empress and Queen of
Hungary ended in 1898. But Sisi's
legend lives on...

Information about Sisi’s Road:
Regio Augsburg Tourismus GmbH
Schiessgrabenstrasse 14

86150 Augsburg

Telephone +49 8 21/5 02 07-0
sales@regio-augsburg.de
www.augsburg-tourismus.de
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Between Augsburg and the Alps

Budapest - Matthias Church - Castle District - Godollo Palace -
Domonyvolgy - Herend

Kaiservilla Bad Ischl - Vienna - Schénbrunn Palace and Zoo -
Wagenburg - Hofburg - Hofmobiliendepot - Laxenburg

Augsburg - Aichach - Unterwittelsbach Estate - Lake Starnberg -
Possenhofen Castle Pocking - Rose Island - Feldafing

Between Bad Ischl and Laxenburg To Budapest and Godollo

Sisi's brother Duke Ludwig lived on

Maximilianstrasse in Augsburg. His
daughter Marie Louise, who played
a significant role in the tragedy
from Mayerling, was born here.

Sisi's Road in Bavaria

The western point of Sisi's Road is
Augsburg, city of the Fuggers. Elisa-
beth'’s brother, an officer, lived on
Maximilianstrasse in Augsburg. Here
Duke Ludwig met the Jewish actress
Henriette Mendel and married her in
1859, a scandal for that time. The first
(and also illegitimate) daughter from
this marriage led a life like one out of
a Hollywood script. Marie Louise Elisa-
beth of Larisch-Wallersee was Sisi's
favorite niece. But she was also the
catalyst in the tragedy from Mayerling
in which Elisabeth’s only son
1 % Rudolf committed suicide.

She was banished from
court, fled to America
and later returned
L to Augsburg where
she died a pauper
in 1940. Young
Sisi enjoyed care-
free childhood
days only a few

kilometers from Augsburg in “Wittels-
bach country” around Aichach. The
“Sisi Estate,” which was the favorite
summer residence of Sisi's father Duke
Max in Bavaria from 1838 to 1850,
can be found in the small district
Unterwittelsbach. The nearby castle
in Kiihbach and the hunting lodge
Rapperzell also belonged to Sisi's
father who owned a huge hunting
ground in “Wittelsbach country.” In
the exhibitions in the country estate
the portrait of Duke Max, which he
gave to a guesthouse hostess of
Aichach, can be seen. It is said that
Sisi road her pony on the estate
grounds. In nearby Oberwittelsbach
history abounds: a pilgrimage church,
a monument to the House of Wittels-
bach and the remains of the fortress
wall around the castle destroyed in
1209 after which the family took its
name.

From Augsburg or Aichach it takes less
than one hour by car to arrive in
Munich, the birthplace of Elisabeth of
Austria, as well as at Lake Starnberg.

The country estate in Unterwittels-
bach was owned by Sisi’s father as
of 1838.

Here in the municipality Pcking
Possenhofen Castle can be found.
As of 1834 it served as the summer
residence of Sisi‘s ducal family (and
is privately owned today). Since 1998
the Kaiserin Elisabeth Museum, es-
tablished from a privately owned col-
lection, provides information about
Empress Elisabeth and her family in
the historical rooms of the splendid
waiting salons in the Possenhofen
train station. Here there is especially
emphasis on Lake Starnberg and its
roll in the family’s lives. Within ten

minutes walking distance is Possen-
hoffen Castle in which young Elisabeth
and her parents spent the summer

B et | :
Rose Island in Lake Starnberg was
a beloved retreat for King Ludwig Il
and Sisi.

months regularly. Rose Island is just

a thirty minute walk south, the place
of retreat where Sisi met with her
cousin King Ludwig II. The museum
displays pictures and printed matter
along with mementos, literature and
documents related to the empress and
her family. Exhibits pertaining to King
Ludwig Il and Lake Starnberg can also
be viewed.

The historical train station in

Possenhofen houses the Kaiserin
Elisabeth Museum.

Possenhofen is located across from
the Castle of Berg where in 1886 King
Ludwig Il mysteriously drowned in the
lake — a case not yet solved today.

The extremely eccentric Bavarian king
met with his beautiful cousin Elisabeth
on Rose Island near Feldafing, and
today the island is open for viewing.
Empress Elisabeth visited her home on
Lake Starnberg regularly in the sum-
mer. On Rose Island, she and King
Ludwig Il withdrew from the ceremo-
nial court and the public — it was one
of their favorite places. In 1853 King
Maximilian Il of Bavaria bought this
island from a family of fishers. Planned
by the most distinguished German
landscape gardener of the 19th century,
Peter Joseph Lenné, a park was cre-
ated around the Rose Garden after

Small photos above, from left: pil-
grimage church in Oberwittelsbhach,
the castle in Kiihbach and the house
on the Maximilianstrasse in Augs-
burg in which Marie Louise Countess
of Larisch-Wallersee was born

which the island is named. Both the
park and garden were restored and
tours of the island and in the casino
are available (crossing with the ferry
from Glockensteg in Feldafing Park).
“Rose Island concerts” are held in the
summer.

Today the greatest reminder of King
Ludwig Il is the Neuschwanstein
Castle in Schwangau near Fiissen.
From Augsburg the “Romantic Road”
leads to the dream castle of the
Bavarian king.

Originally the empress' older sister,
Helene, was to become the wife of
Emperor Franz Joseph; however, Joseph

Empress Elisabeth spent 24 sum-
mer vacations in today’s Golfhotel
Kaiserin Elisabeth in Feldafing.

chose Elisabeth. Helene married in
Regensburg and stayed in Bavaria. In
1858 she moved to Regensburg with
her husband, the Hereditary Prince
Maximilian Anton of Thurn and Taxis.
The empress’ sister lived and worked
in the St. Emmeram Castle, still today
the main residence of Thurn and Taxis.
She left her mark here and also in the

Elisabeth’s older sister Helene lived
and died in the St. Emmeram Castle

in Regensburg.

administration and the city. Elisabeth
often visited her sister and stayed in
the castle. The close family relation-
ships were revealed in hunting trips
and summer stays which the emperor
and empress spent with the Hereditary
Prince Maximilian and his wife. Helene
died in 1890 in the St. Emmeram Castle
in Regensburg with Elisabeth at her
side. In 1893 the room in which Helene
passed away became a private chapel.

Tip: Sisi spent the summer relaxing in
the Golfhotel Kaiserin Elisabeth in
Feldafing as often as 24 times. In 1900
the hotel was permitted to carry Elisa-
beth’s name. The terraces and stabling
of this time have been retained in their
original form. The hotel offers a “Sisi
Suite” with original furniture and “Sisi
Dishes” from the menu of the empress.

Small photos above, from left:
Possenhofen Castle in Pocking,
Neuschwanstein Castle in Schwan-
gau and the private chapel in

St. Enmeram Castle in Regensburg

Sisi's Road in Austria

Sisi met her Franz Joseph in Bad Ischl,

where the 23-year old emperor and
the 15-year old native of Wittelsbach
were engaged in 1853. The Kaiservilla
or Imperial Palace became the beloved
summer residence, and Franz Joseph

The Kaiservilla in Bad Ischl was the

summer residence of the imperial
couple.

resided here for a period of 60 years.
The desk on which the emperor signed
the proclamation “An meine Vélker”
(to my nations) which led to World
War | can still be seen. The Kaiservilla
and the “Marmorschldssl” (Little
Marble Palace) designed for Elisabeth
on the palace grounds high above

the resort city are special authentic
reminders of the imperial couple.

From Bad Ischl, Sisi's Road leads to
Vienna which was the focus of glam-
our in the life of the empress. Sisi
spent her first night in Vienna in
Schonbrunn Palace and remained in
this imperial summer residence during
her newlywed days. During a number
of summer months, Empress Elisabeth

The apartments of Emperor Franz

Joseph and Empress Elisabeth were

furnished in the western wing

of the Schonbrunn Palace, a site of

cultural heritage.

resided in the apartments of the ba-
roque palace on the west side and
later on the first floor.

Wagenburg, located in the palace
park, is well worth seeing: Here the
stages of Sisi's life can be followed
with her carriages — from her bridal

carriage to the coronation carriage of

Budapest to her travel carriage from

Geneva and her hearse. Robes of the

empress, her saddle and pictures of

her horses are also displayed. Nearly
50 carriages, sleighs, sedan chairs as

well as liveries can be viewed.

The zoo in Schdonbrunn, the oldest
in the world still maintained,
was founded in 1752. The
historical park is a site of
cultural heritage with
newer attractions including
a rainforest house. Very
rare animals such as
pandas and koalas

can be seen here.

In 1857 Elisabeth and Franz Joseph
moved into the “imperial apart-
ments” in the Hofburg.

In 1857 Elisabeth and Franz Joseph
moved into the “imperial apartments”
in the Hofburg, still kept in their origi-
nal form today. Visitors stroll through
the bedroom, the private exercise and
beauty room as well as the bathroom
and past the large salon of the em-
press. With its display of many of the
empress’ personal belongings, the Sisi
Museum in the Hofburg is a moving
exhibition which attempts to discover
both myth and truth about Sisi. Around
250 objects shed light on the life of the
empress from childhood to her death.

The Hofmobiliendepot or Court
Furniture Depository was founded in
1747 by Empress Maria Theresia. Today
this collection of furniture composes
one of the largest museums for do-
mestic culture worldwide. Furnishings
which the Habsburgs no longer need-
ed landed in the depository in Vienna.
In the exhibition “Sissi in the movies —
furniture of an empress” items former-
ly belonging to the empress and from
scenes of the Sissi-movies with Romy
Schneider are displayed.

Laxenburg, the "imperial residence at
the gateway to Vienna,” is a short
drive southeast. Crown prince Rudolf,

Rudolf — Empress Elisabeth’s only

son — was born in Laxenburg.

only son of Franz Joseph and Elisa-
beth, was born here. The “Kaiserbahn-
hof” commemorates the age of the
imperial and royal monarchy. The
Franzensburg, a reproduction true

to the original knight's castle, is the
heart of the castle grounds. The mu-
seum is considered the “treasury of
Austria” and is open to the public
from April to October. With 280 hec-
tare, the castle park is one of the most
beautiful English-style gardens in
Europe and is truly worth visiting.

Tip: A very stylish overnight stay

is available in the Best Western Hotel
Kaiserhof Vienna on Frankenberg-
gasse.

Small photos above, from left:

In the Hofmobiliendepot in Vienna,
panda bear in the Schonbrunn

Zoo and the famous “Landaulett”
from Sisi

Sisi's Road in Hungary

Leaving Vienna, a drive of two and a
half hours on the expressway is neces-
sary to reach Budapest where Elisa-
beth was crowned Queen of Hungary
in the Matthias Church. Inside, a
statue of Elisabeth serves as a remin-
der of her coronation. In the castle
district and in the opera reminders of

Elisabeth was crowned Queen of
Hungary in the Matthias Church

in Budapest.

the empress can also be found. At the
Elisabeth Bridge one finds the monu-
ment dedicated to Sisi, a woman
still admired by Hungarians today.

A “must” is a visit to the legendary
Café Gerbeaud, frequented by the
empress and queen.

Godollo Palace, a gift from the Hun-
garians to Franz Joseph I

cnifite

and Elisabeth on the ¢

occasion of their coro- 2 -
nation, lies 28 kilo °S -
meters east o TR
of Budapest. 3

This “Hungarian / \
Versailles” —the | ST

largest baroque palace in Hungary —
was the queen’s favorite palace. The
palace, the palace grounds, the riding
arena and the baroque theater (the
only theater in Europe maintaining its

At the Elisabeth Bridge one
finds the monument in memory
of Elisabeth.

original stage technique) all serve as
reminders of this time. The outstanding
renovations were recognized with an
international award. Along with the
large stateroom, a commemorative
exhibition in memory of Queen Elisa-
beth can be viewed in the royal cham-
bers. A painting hanging in the museum
recalls a hunt around the castle in
which Lord Spencer, an ancestor of
Lady Diana, participated.

In 1877, Marie Louise Elisabeth von
Wallersee, the empress’ favorite niece
who was banished from court after the
tragedy of Mayerling, married Count
Larisch in the palace chapel in the pres-
ence of the imperial couple. The resi-
dents of Godollo erected a monument
to Elisabeth in Elisabeth Park, long
before the first monument was erec-
ted in her honor in Vienna. Today,

Elisabeth’s favorite Hungarian

palace is found in G6dollo, 28 kilo-
meters east of Budapest.

a commemorative plaque in the park
is a reminder of Elisabeth’s favorite
place there.

Five kilometers from the palace, the
Lazar Riding Park in Domonyvolgy
reminds one of the empress’ enthusi-
asm for equestrian sport with riding
and dressage shows as well as car-
riage rides.

The baroque theater of the Godollo
Palace is unique in Europe due to
the originally retained furnishings.

An excursion to Herend can also be
enjoyed — to Hungary's oldest and the
world's largest manufacturer of porce-
lain. Because Emperor Franz Joseph
was also a connoisseur of Herend por-
celain, the “white gold” of this manu-

facturer can also be seen in the silver
collection of the Hofburg and in Sisi's
G06dollo Palace.

Tip: An overnight stay near the Danube
and centrally located in Budapest is
available in the exclusive Hotel Sissi.
The “Sissi Room" in this modern hotel
can be booked upon request. Parking

In Elisabeth-Park in Godollo one

finds the touching monument to
the Hungarian queen.

is available in a spaciously propor-
tioned underground garage. The river
and downtown Budapest are within
walking distance of the hotel. Right
next to the Imperial palace in Godollo
one can stay overnight and dine in
the noble Erzsébet Kiralyné Hotel***
designed in Jugendstil.

Small photos above, from left: view
of the Hungarian Parliament from
the Fishermen'’s Bastion, of the
Budapest castle in which Franz Jo-
seph and Elisabeth were crowned,
and a look at the exhibition in the
royal Godollé Palace



